
Tuesday, March 17, 2020

Hello Families,

I am so proud of our teaching and support staff! In short order we have created a plan that
will help continue meeting our mission and your students' educational needs. I promise
communication from the teachers and the office will be exceptional during the next several
weeks; however, we ask that you help us by making sure you are checking your email
accounts daily. This is important to the success of the remote learning that will be taking
place.

Although I cannot predict the future, I have instructed our teachers to be prepared for a
longer than expected time away from our physical building. This will look different from
grade to grade, teacher to teacher, and subject to subject; however, we have tried to
streamline this process as much as possible.
 
Our thanks to those parents who completed our survey yesterday! Your responses will help
guide our continued planning this week. Our staff is preparing for remote learning
and hopes to have materials ready for pick up late this week so that learning
can begin on Monday, March 23rd. Should recommendations be to open schools for
business as usual on Monday, March 30th, we will resume traditional classes for all
students at that time.

We understand that some of you have concerns over the use of technology during this time,
and while a certain amount of that is unavoidable, know that we are cognizant of your
concerns and will be providing a combination of learning opportunities for your children.
Below you will find a brief overview of our plans at this point (please understand that as
circumstances are changing frequently, we will continue to adapt and revise plans as
needed):
 

All K-8 student email accounts have been activated. This will allow us to use Google
Classroom as the primary avenue to communicate with students and parents about
work expectations which may include Google Chat and Google Meet. Parents, you
will need to accept the Google Classroom invitation that will be sent to the primary
email you’ve given the school. Students and staff in Grades K-2 are new to Google
Classroom, so please extend your grace as we navigate this platform together. An
informational video for parents and students may be helpful to view in advance. If
you have any technical issues or Google Classroom questions, please contact Mrs.
Gorman at cgorman@mysaintrose.net.
Classroom teachers will be emailing sometime this week with more specific details
about their preferred processes.
The Redhawk will be sent weekly as usual. We would love to see pictures of your
students learning remotely! Please send them to biverson@mysaintrose.net.
We will also be posting updates on Facebook regularly. Check in for a dose of
positivity!
Teachers will be available between the hours of 8 am and 2 pm, Monday through

http://school.saintroseoflima.net/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=awmgsegm710&t=190s
http://school.saintroseoflima.net/


Friday (Mrs. Brytowksi will be available on Tuesdays and Thursdays only and Mrs.
Younce on Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings). We realize that due to
varying family schedules, your children may be working on schoolwork in the
evenings, and that is completely acceptable. As always, teachers will respond as they
are able outside of these hours, so please know you may not get a response until the
next school day. As teachers will be primarily working from home and using
personal cell phones for communication, please be respectful of personal phone
numbers and only utilize them for school-related purposes and as indicated by your
child's teacher.
Our goal is to provide a combination of digital work, reading, instructional packets,
art projects, PE, Spanish, Computers, and STEM. We would love to stay connected,
so please send us pictures and videos of students doing any of these things, and we
will post some to our school’s Facebook page and include in The Redhawk. The
more we can stay connected the better our community will be!
Teachers are preparing student "Go Bags". They will include student books, learning
materials, school supplies, and personal items from desks and lockers. We
encourage families to keep supplies in these bags at home so that items do not get
misplaced. An inventory list will also be provided. As soon as we know when the
bags will be ready for pick up, we will be in touch.
Mrs. Stanke is preparing Prekindergarten Go Bags for her students as well. We
would love to see some photos of our youngest learners working on their
"homework"!
Chromebooks will be sent home with all students in Grades 1-8. We will also send
charging cords. Each device and cord is labeled with your child’s device number.
Please encourage children to wash their hands before using devices and designate a
safe place for nightly charging. Please note: When these devices are used outside our
school's walls, our firewall and Go Guardian safe searching software will not be
active. As a reminder, all students signed an Acceptable Use Policy before school
started, and this policy is still in effect. Please remember that these devices are only
to be used for school work.
Students should be engaged in daily lessons and assignments which will vary from
teacher to teacher. It would be a nice idea to designate a dedicated study space in
your home during this time. The amount of time spent will vary from student to
student. Please also do not allow students to work ahead. Again, it will be important
to continue to monitor your emails as well as the Google Classroom site, and
communicate with teachers as needed.
When scheduled school breaks occur, we will not expect any off site learning to
happen.
We do not expect your children to be sitting at a computer all day, rather checking
in and doing the work the teachers have assigned and then be with your family
members, be active, do things outside, sing together (ha!), teach your children life
skills as age appropriate (baking, cooking, building a bird house, etc). Think of this
as STEM in real life!! 
Until further notice, our school “office” hours will be Mondays from 8 am-2 pm.
Band and Orchestra families will be receiving communications from Mr. Matchey
regarding the continuation of lessons.
Roseville Area Public Schools will be offering meals to students in need while school
is out. If your family would benefit from free meals, please use this link for more
more information.
We have created a document that includes links to free resources for families
(internet, meals, activities). Please use as many as your family can benefit from!

Things your children can be doing this week:
Independent reading
Playing outside
IXL
Praying this Coronavirus Pandemic Novena as a family

Things still in the works:
We are working on the logistics of a system for teachers to get you “paper” copies of
materials every couple weeks.
We are going to try and live stream daily prayer and birthday announcements at 8
am each day. Please join us! There maybe some special guests (my kids)!! 
I am working with Father Paveglio to potentially live stream or record Mass.

https://files.constantcontact.com/15b55cbc401/ba8f3f11-3cd7-4fc7-b11c-497043755b2f.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/15b55cbc401/32adbb8b-f801-47ab-ac62-6562faa734bc.docx
https://files.constantcontact.com/15b55cbc401/087f628c-5750-4e3c-a1c9-1d143b0f2522.docx
https://www.praymorenovenas.com/pandemic-novena


All school events scheduled until (at least) Sunday, March 29th have been cancelled
or postponed. More details to come on other events as they are available.

We understand the challenges this situation will bring. Do not hesitate to reach out to me,
our office staff, and most importantly, our teachers. We are here for you! Please
understand that we will adapt, modify, and change our approach as needed. Please let us
know if you feel some alteration is needed for your children. We appreciate your patience
and flexibility as we navigate the rapidly-evolving situation.Through all of this, I am
reminded of this Bible quote:

Isaiah 41:10
Do not fear, for I am with you; Do not be afraid, for I am your God. I will strengthen you,
be assured I will help you; I will certainly take hold of you with My righteous right hand [a
hand of justice, of power, of victory, of salvation].

Peace and hope,

Mr. Slaikeu
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