
 

Back to School Plans 1.0  

7/31/2020 

All policies, procedures, and information are subject to change based on the advice of the 

MDH, and/or the Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis.  

Saint Rose of Lima Catholic School is committed to: 

1) the safety of our students and staff, and  

2) maintaining in-person education.  

Should changes be made to this plan, all staff and parents will be made aware of those 

changes as soon as possible. 

Start of the School Year:  

 We intend to fully open our schools for in-person learning on September 8, 2020 for 

K-8 instruction.  

 Our Pre-K 4-year-old class will start on September 9, 2020. 

 Our Pre-K 3-year-old class will begin on September 10, 2020. 

Student Arrival and Dismissal: 

 All K-8 students will be dropped off at the front of the school, Door #1. School staff will 

ensure students are lined up by grade level. Drop off time starts at 7:25 am, and students 

will enter the building at 7:35 am. The school day begins at 7:45 am with prayer and 

announcements. 

 Pre-K students can be dropped off between 7:00 and 8:00 am and will be entering via 

Door #3. Parents will ring the bell, the door will be buzzed open, and students will enter 

to meet a staff member at the bottom of the steps. Students will proceed to the new 

classrooms on the lower level. Pre-K official school day begins at 8:00 am. 

 Exception: Families with additional children in K-8 can drop off all students 

in the front of the school at Door #1 between 7:25 and 7:35. 

 End of day dismissal is already slightly staggered. 

 Pre-K students that leave at 2:05 will exit the school via door #3 if being picked up, or 

door #1 if they are bus riders. 



 K-8 students will be dismissed at 2:07 and exit door #2, in a staggered fashion. Please 

limit your time in the parking lot during pick up.  
 

The Classroom Experience: 

We are excited to welcome our students back to school! Even though things will look different, 

we are committed to our Mission, and your child’s safety. 

 We have decided to maintain smaller class sizes this year. We have capped our class size 

at 18 students per class.  

 Room arrangements have been altered to allow for extra space between desks (most of 

our classrooms allow for 6 feet of distance between student desks). 

 Pre-K-5 students will be mainly in their homerooms and self-contained, but will be 

moving to specialist teachers’ classrooms.  

 Specialist teachers will disinfect surfaces between classes, and students will use hand 

sanitizer stations (there will be 6 or more Hand Sanitizer dispensers in the hallways and 

each classroom will have hand sanitizer pumps) or wash hands before entering the 

classroom spaces. 

 Middle School students will continue to rotate to their specific classrooms, but we will 

limit locker visits and disinfect between classes. Lockers will have locks removed for less 

time by lockers, and assigned lockers will be spread out vs. all in one bank of lockers.  

 K-8 students will have their own Art supplies to avoid the need to constantly disinfect 

shared items. Please see additional Art supply list in the 7.31 Redhawk. If this is a 

financial hardship, please contact Mr. Slaikeu.  

 Teachers are encouraged to use our outdoor spaces as much as possible during the Fall 

season (areas include the courtyard, front of school, playground area, and other areas that 

are safe for students and staff).  

 We are currently working on securing Plexiglas dividers for student and teacher use to 

maintain a barrier between students but allow students and staff to see each other and 

work together.  

 Physical Education Class will be outside as often as possible, weather permitting.  

 Students in K-8 will each have their own Chromebook to use as needed throughout the 

school day. 

 Off-campus field trips will be carefully weighed for safety and educational value. A 

determination will be made based on the current COVID situation. 
 

Face Coverings: 

 Everyone entering and exiting school/classrooms will wear a face mask. 

 Per the Governor’s Executive Order 20-81, students in Pre-K students will not be 

required to wear face mask during the day. However, we ask that when moving 

between classrooms or other areas of the school we would like students to work on mask-

wearing. Families can choose to have their child wear a face cover all day if so desired. 

However, enforcement in Pre-K could be a challenge for our youngest learners.   



 Per the Governor’s Executive Order 20-81, students age 5 and older or in our case 

Kindergarten to Grade 8 will be required to wear a face-covering (mask or *shield) 

while in their classrooms and moving throughout the school. Saint Rose will provide a 

face mask, and face shield to be used during the day at the beginning of the school year. 

*Shields can be used in place of a face mask per Executive order 20-81 in specific 

situations, and when teachers need to see students’ faces for proper learning/teaching 

to take place.  However, face masks are the preferred method the majority of the school 

day.  

 Families are encouraged to have extra face masks, in backpacks, and stored in 

lockers or in students’ desks.  

 Saint Rose will have a supply of disposable face masks should a student forget 

theirs.  

 Students will not be required to wear a face covering when outside, eating lunch, having 

snack, or while at physical education class. Students can choose to wear a mask during 

these times should they so desire.   

 Faculty and Staff will wear a face mask throughout the day while with students. 

However, a face shield can be used when needed for teaching purposes.  

 All face coverings worn at school must be clean with a modest and appropriate design. 

You can choose what style is best for your students. One cloth mask will be provided by 

Saint Rose. We are also looking into the Governor’s statements about providing face 

masks for all schools. The Archdiocese is currently researching that.  

 

Guests in our School: 

Guests, parents, and volunteers are a vital part of our community. However, in order to maintain 

a safe environment for our staff and students, the following will be in place: 

 We will be postponing allowing guests, parents, and volunteers in the classrooms until 

further notice. 

 If volunteers are needed for school projects or other school-related events and no student 

contact will be made, we will make arrangements to limit time in the school or in another 

building on the Saint Rose campus.  As we get further into the school year we will 

evaluate how we can safely return to our “normal” guest and volunteer procedures.  

 During teacher in-service week, our staff will work to find creative ways of utilizing 

parents and volunteers to share their time and talents. 

 Parents/Guardians picking up students during the school day will pick up at door #3, ring 

the buzzer, and office staff will send students down to meet you outside. We will work on 

how signing out students will look. We may require an email confirmation of pick up. 

 Parents are still invited (and needed!) to do playground duty outside following social 

distant guidelines. 
 

Lunch: 

Our cafeteria is a large enough space where we are able to socially distance at the lunch tables. 

We will be working on a seating chart with spacing of tables and students.  



 Students will sanitize or wash hands before lunch. 

 We currently have two lunch sessions - one for middle school students and one for 

students in K-5. We may adjust this as needed. 

 If our enrollment numbers continue to climb, we will create an alternating schedule of 

who eats in their classrooms and cafeteria.  

 Pre-K students will eat lunch within their new classroom space to keep numbers down in 

the cafeteria.  

 We will work with Roseville School District’s Nutrition Services Department and follow 

their direction on safe hot lunch programming.  
 

Recess: 

 

Active play is an important part of the development of children of all ages, but it must be done 

safely. 

 The playground groups will be divided up into assigned “playground areas”. 

 Students will be split into groups and rotate through the areas available (parking 

lot and playground equipment).  

 All students will sanitize or wash hands after recess. 

 Face coverings will be optional on the playground. 

 

Transportation: 
 

We are currently waiting on the Roseville School District decisions on transportation. Please take 

the survey that was sent in 7.31 Redhawk (this procedure will be updated when details are given 

to us from the district). 
 

Faith/Mass Attendance: 

Helping our children grow in their faith continues to be our mission. We will do all we can to 

build on that pillar and meet the needs of our students and families.  

 K-8 students will attend Mass each week, following Mass protocols. 

 Students will sit with their class, spread out in the church while wearing a face 

mask.  

 We will continue to do our morning prayers as a school. Students will continue to 

participate in prayer throughout each day in their classrooms.  

 Adoration Chapel visits will be postponed until further notice. 

 Spirit partners will continue in a new capacity, as we need to limit how many physical 

interactions students have from class to class and grade to grade. We will work on plans 

during teacher in-service week to make sure students continue to have a Spirit Partner 

experience.  
 



Athletics, Activities, and School Events:  
 

We value all the benefits of extracurricular activities, our community, and what makes Saint 

Rose so special.  
 

 Athletics: We will follow the guidelines that the Catholic Athletic Association sets for 

our athletic programs. We will determine what we are able to do based on their 

recommendations and requirements. We are awaiting guidelines for athletics. 

 Band and Orchestra: We will work with Hill-Murray and determine if/ how that program 

can continue in a manner that is safe for our students.  

 Other activities and school events: We will continue to work on making decisions about 

other activities and school events on a case by case basis, making decisions based on the 

current COVID situation. 
 

Open and Honest Communication: 
 

We understand that our parents need and appreciate ongoing communication. What you can 

expect. 

 We will continue to update this plan and notify families of any changes. 

 This plan will be posted on our school website. 

 COVID-19 information will be shared from the Principal, Mr. Slaikeu. 

 Should changes need to be made to our in-person learning, we will communicate that to 

you as soon as possible. 

 We will alert you should we need to implement a school/classroom shut down quickly. 

 If you have specific questions or concerns regarding the school’s COVID-19 planning, 

please direct them to the Principal. These are unprecedented times; please understand 

we are making decisions with the best intentions in mind. We ask for your grace, 

patience, and understanding as we work through this together.  
 

In Process: 

We continue to work diligently on our planning, and we will update families as necessary. Below 

is a list of items we are still working on (there will also be more): 

 Will temp checks be required at school or done at home? We are waiting for guidance 

from the Archdiocese. 

 The complete list of COVID-19 symptoms that would require a student or staff member 

to stay home from school, as well as the length of quarantine or isolation.   

 If a student or staff member tests positive, what information can be shared with the 

community while also following health privacy laws? 

 Exact criteria for shifting from in-person learning to short or longer-term distance 

learning. We are waiting for CDC, MDH, and Archdiocese guidance. 



 Saint Rose specific plans for switching from in-person learning, to distance learning, if 

needed. 

 Archdiocesan plans for families desiring to start with remote learning. 

 Helping/providing education for a student(s) that may need to stay home because of a 

COVID-19 related exposure or illness. 
 

Resources for Parents: 

 

MDH COVID-19 

MDH is it COVID-19 

MDH if you are Sick site 

 

Education. Faith. Community.  

These are the pillars of our school! This school year we need to make sure we ALL are doing 

what we can to maintain in-person education, keeping our students and staff safe. Please, if your 

student is not feeling well, keep them home. 

 

https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/index.html
https://mn.gov/covid19/for-minnesotans/if-sick/is-it-covid/index.jsp
https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/sick.html

